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 PIG VETERINARY SOCIETY
A message from the PVS President  
                 Dr Jill Thomson BVSc PhD CertPM DipECVP MRCVS

Scottish Agricultural College, Veterinary Services

Bush Estate, Penicuik, Mid Lothian, EH26 0QE

Tel:  0131 535 3130

Fax: 0131 535 3131

Email:  Jill.Thomson@sac.co.uk
26th March 2008
Dear Colleagues,









Pig Veterinary Society Meeting May 2008.

With spring in the air and renewed feelings of optimism for the pig industry, I would like to invite you to attend the next meeting of the Pig Veterinary Society to be held on 22nd and 23rd May 2008 at the Edinburgh Marriott Hotel, Edinburgh.. It is many years since a meeting has been held in Scotland, in fact it was the first PVS meeting I attended (early 1980's) and was a 3-day extravaganza held at the Athol Palace Hotel in Pitlochry.  With such great improvements in the transport links we felt members might like to return to Scotland. Jenny Murray has once again helped with identifying a hotel that is readily accessible from public transport links, being close to the airport and on the main bus route between airport and city centre. You will note that the meeting days are Thursday and Friday to enable delegates to extend their stay over the week-end. For those wishing to stay in Edinburgh, Jenny has also negotiated a special rate with the hotel, just remember to ask!
An interesting programme has been prepared by Stan Done (thanks Stan) who is also hoping for some gastronomic delights, as you will see! On the scientific side, what do the new technologies of proteomics and transgenics offer the pig industry? These are being used increasingly in scientific research but will they offer practical benefits to pig production in the fullness of time? Moving on, the programme covers several practical topics including a video on transportation of pigs under different conditions, new assessment techniques for pork eating quality (with practical demonstration and samples!), updates on FARMEX research, PDC matters and health plans. In response to members requests we have organised two interactive sessions; firstly  interpretation of serology results and secondly, interpretation of pathological changes. These sessions are highly instructive and by using the handset technology, we can see how our knowledge compares to the membership as a whole. This usually brings out some gasps and laughs but based on previous experience, these sessions always achieve great appreciation. The equipment is kindly being provided by Boehringer Ingleheim, who is also the sponsor of the meeting. The international component of the programme covers the recent health issues for the Swedish Pig industry and their national approach to resolving problems, and studies on PCV2 (modelling and vaccination). Last but by no means least, Clinical Club always gets a top rating and will be hosted by the one-and-only David Chennells. Please come and enjoy the meeting. It promises to be excellent.

The start of 2008 has been dominated by economic concerns for the industry and meetings with DEFRA concerning 'responsibility and cost sharing' over control of notifiable diseases. Currently, species groups are being consulted individually and in the pig sector, attention is currently focused on DEFRA's budget for animal health and welfare, and trying to identify areas of potential saving before determining what contribution has to be made by the pig industry. 
On the Executive side of things, we congratulate David Burch and his team for the ‘new look’ Pig Journal. 

The PVS Executive Committee will meet on 21st May and there will be an AGM during the main meeting the following day. If members have any matters that you would like discussed, please let me know so we can include them on the agenda.

I look forward to seeing you all in Edinburgh,

Best wishes

Jill Thomson 
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