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 PIG VETERINARY SOCIETY
A message from the PVS President  
                 Dr Jill Thomson BVSc PhD CertPM DipECVP MRCVS

Scottish Agricultural College, Veterinary Services

Bush Estate, Penicuik, Mid Lothian, EH26 0QE

Tel:  0131 535 3130

Fax: 0131 535 3131

Email:  Jill.Thomson@sac.co.uk
20th September 2007

Dear Colleagues,









Pig Veterinary Society Meeting November 2007.

Attached is the programme for the forthcoming meeting to be held on 14th and 15th November2007 at the Windmill Village Hotel, Coventry, kindly organised by Guy Wade-West. Please note the slightly earlier start time of 10.45 am on 14th November. This meeting is somewhat special as it is the first time that PVS has held a conference jointly with the Society of Feed Technologists. With feed and nutrition issues being so integral to the economics of pig production and also playing a vital role in a number of health problems, this meeting offers a great opportunity to bring the two societies together to discuss concerns common to us both. The joint part of the programme will take place on the morning of Thursday 15th November, the SFT meeting, to which PVS members are invited, continues into the afternoon. On Wednesday 14th November, the meeting involves the Pig Veterinary Society alone and we have selected a programme of health-related issues that are of great practical relevance. 

Disease eradication programmes are currently high on the pig industry agenda and the meeting starts with papers on PRRS and respiratory disease eradication programmes as carried out in other European countries. Concerning health status categorisation, can we as a Society agree what is required, how it should be defined and how it should be monitored? Can we achieve a consensus that will serve as a framework for breeding companies and individual producers? A panel has been drawn together to introduce the ideas but this is a time when we want Society members to have their say, in the form of an extended discussion session. Please come and join in. PVS is known for its lively discussions and polite, albeit frank, exchanges of views! We are also fortunate to have a talk on something we never really think about – what role insects play in transmission of enteric diseases, courtesy of our sponsor for the meeting Novartis Animal Health. Topical issues for the pig industry will be presented by the Chairman and Chief Executive of BPEX, Mr Stewart Houston – we are delighted to have him join our meeting. Last but by no means least, Clinical Club always gets a top rating and will be hosted by the one-and-only David Chennells. Please come and enjoy the meeting. It promises to be excellent.

The first quarter of the presidential year has been busy owing to the unfortunate outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth disease. The consequences of the movement restrictions continue to have a significant impact nationwide. On most days there have been veterinary stakeholder teleconferences with the Chief Veterinary Officer or her representatives to keep us informed of the up-to-date situation and also, for DEFRA to  receive reports of problem from the field. Many thanks to all the members who provided information, particularly on welfare issues, for these teleconferences. BPEX, NPA and PVS have worked together on welfare movement licences. Congratulations to LVI members who have been called to undertake numerous welfare inspections at highly unsociable hours, thereby alleviating or averting pig welfare problems. Well done to you all. We can only hope that the outbreak is eradicated as soon as possible.


On the Executive side of things, we look forward to the ‘new look’ journal due to be out soon. Well done to David Burch and Stan Done for bringing the changes to fruition. The PVS Executive Committee will meet on 13th November and there will be an OGM during the main meeting the following day. If members have any matters that you would like discussed, please let me know so we can include them on the agenda.

I look forward to seeing you all in Coventry,

Best wishes

Jill Thomson   
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